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WANTED: 500,000 New Members 


Thy Word have I hid in my heart, that I might 
not sin against Thee 


volunteer in refugee education in New York City 

Because her students are mostly young people, 
many of them Jewish and most of them entirely 
ignorant of the Hebrew and Jewish Scriptures, this ) 
teacher recently presented each pupil with a copy 0 
the Book of Psalms; and recognizing the fact that] 


“IT Wish You Could Have... 
Seen Those People’ 


N THE Society’s “Bibles Now” program, in which it 
I is seeking $2,551,260 in addition to its regular 


budget to meet specific demands created by the war, 
and mostly from areas not served by the Society in 
prewar days, there are specific requests from the 
Philippine Islands estimated to cost $144,000. Among 
these books for Filipino people, now in the process of 
printing, are 18,000 Bibles in the Cebuan language 
and 6,000 in the Samarefio. The following excerpt 
from a letter to Secretary North from Rev. H. W. 
Fonger, the Society’s Agent in Manila, gives eloquent 
testimony to the eagerness with which these books are 
awaited. 

Last week the United Evangelical Church of the Philip- 
pines met in general assembly here in Manila. I was asked 
to make a brief report and bring a message from the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. Most of the members of that group use 
either the Cebuan or Samarefio languages. In the course of 
my remarks I announced that we hope to have those Bibles 
in two languages here for distribution within at least two 
months. I wish you could have been there and seen those 
people. As you know, I am not given to superlatives, but 
I find it hard to describe what I saw. Their faces lighted 
up; they all sat forward and acted as though maybe they 
had not heard aright. I repeated it, and I really believe if 
they had not been in a church they would have raised a 
shout. They nudged one another and slapped each other 
on the back, and expressed more real interest and joy than 
I think I have ever seen on a group of faces. There were of 
course a large group of missionaries there, too, and after 
the meeting several of them spoke about it and remarked 
that it would have been good if some of you folks in the 
New York Office, who have worked so hard to make such 
an announcement possible, could have been there to see it. 
It surely would have been some measure of remuneration 
at least. It surely was good to see! 


When one is reminded that there are people in 
Korea, Japan, Germany, Greece, Czechoslovakia and 
many other countries that are similarly suffering from 
a famine of the Word of God, how can he help giving 


generously to the Society, that its **Bibles Now” fund 


may be fully and promptly supplied? 


A Dollar Well Spent 


iP Is NOT only the large shipments of thousands of 
copies of the Scriptures to those without them that 
merit the attention of our readers. Certain ‘small 
consignments are most significant; such was the 
purchase recently of twenty-five copies of the little 
four-cent portions of the Psalms in English by a 


English poetry may be very difficult for these new) 
arrivals from Europe, but eager that they shall make} 
a hopeful beginning in their use of God’s Word, she 
has prepared a brief statement explaining the Psalms 
and helping her readers to understand the King 
James English and the significance of poetic figures 
of speech. Among other things, in the explanator 
statement she says of the Book of Psalms: “‘It is prob 
ably the most important book of poetry in the litera 
ture of the whole world, and in addition to its beau 
as poetry, it contains the hopes and dreams, the cries 
for help and the praises of God that were written i 
the long-ago days and are still read and spoken toda 
wherever men turn to the God of Israel and Chris 
tianity alike.” 

Here is a consecrated teacher who is planting the 
roots of the best American tradition deep in the young 
lives of her pupils. 


King Peter of Yugoslavia and his eight-year-old son, 
Prince Alexander, are now in New York City. While 
here the prince is learning English. One day in early 
June, Dean Dushan Shukletovich of the St. Sava 
Serbian Cathedral in New York City came to the 
Bible House seeking a Bible for little Prince Alex- 
ander, who he hoped would use it extensively in his 
English studies. The accompanying picture was 
taken as Secretary Cropp presented the Bible to Dean 
Shukletovich at the Bible House. The dedication on 
the Bible reads: 


To His Royal 
Highness Prince 
Alexander 
with 
Affectionate 
Devotion and 
with Prayers 
from 
Mothers— 
Members of 
the St. Sava 
Serbian 
Cathedral 
New York 


Vot. 93, No. 7 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, SEPTEMBER 1948 


One De.rar A YEA 


Publication Office, 350 East 22d Street, Chicago 16, Ill. Published monthly, except June and August. EDITORS: The Secretaries. Editorial and Executix 


fice: American Bible Society, Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New Yo 
fice f y, puse, 450 r rk 22. Entered as second 
Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage nee 


graph 4, Section 538, P. L. and R., authorized November 27, 1943. 


-class matter November 27, 1943, at the post office at Chi 
vided for in the Act of February 28, 1925, embodied ineer 


Bible Society Record 


A JOURNAL DEDICATED TO THE WIDER DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES 


VOLUME 93 


SEPTEMBER - 1948 


NUMBER 7 


Daily Bible Reading—a Load or a Lift? 


Maybe your Bible is no more interesting to you than the telephone directory 
or an arithmetic book. Or maybe you can say with the Psalmist, “O how 
love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.” 


BY FREDERICK W. CROPP 


»A THY Is IT, a man asks, that when I read a detec- 
tive story I lose a half night’s rest to finish it, 
it when I read the Bible, I fall asleep? 
“This question, in one form or another, is a familiar 
€ to all pastors. At a time when people from all 
er the world are crying earnestly for the Word of 
od, why do so many people in America find it 
sudgery to read the Bible? 
Let us admit that it is one thing to believe that 
“erybody ought to read the Bible, or to want to read 
se Bible with enthusiasm; it is quite another thing 
“en for many earnest Christians to read the Bible 
szularly with satisfaction. 

What is the trouble? 

Is it the format? No; the column type of printing is 
red in many of the most popular magazines. Per- 
ups the breaks for verses and chapters do contribute 

the difficulty, but not too much—and there are 
mmerous Bibles which remove or de-emphasize the 

rsification. 

Is it the arrangement of the Books of the Bible? 
-rhaps so. The new reader may begin grandly in 
senesis, but finds himself soon involved in laws and 
istoms or plain arithmetic. Or suppose he begins 
th the New Testament. I have some sympathy with 
ye bluejacket who returned his New Testament to 
¢ chaplain with the complaint that the first of 
-atthew’s Gospel read like a telephone directory. If 
was all like that, said he, he wasn’t interested! 
The difficulty may be in the language of the Bible 
self, but new versions keep coming off our presses 

make the words of the Bible as lively and fresh as 

; message. 
Let us face it: the Bible is not the same as other 
o0ks; it is not even like other collections of books. It 
mnot, as a whole, be read as other books are read. 
or the Bible is first of all God’s Book; then it may 
“come ours. 
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The introductory paragraphs to a new series of 
Sunday-school lessons face the problem of Bible use 
and its relationship to spiritual growth in these words: 


‘““How shall there be a rebirth of faith unless 
God is known in our midst, and how shall 
He be known unless the word of the Scrip- 
tures becomes again His living Word in 
which He speaks to man?” 


Thousands of sermons, leaflets, even books, have 
been written to lead people into the Bible. Hundreds 
of devices and reading lists are published and widely 
distributed for this very purpose. And the evidence 
is at hand that there is more Bible reading now than 
ever before. 

But it is also true that we still need new approaches 
and suggestions for Bible use. 

The Bible deserves to be opened hopefully—at 
least with as much expectancy as one opens a letter. 

Bible reading will revive if we read until a word 
strikes home to become the “‘order of the day” for us. 
That word from the Bible may on some days leap 
out of the first verse we read. On other days it will 
have to be hunted as we would search for a lost but 
valuable coin. It may be a word about God or His 
world, or more explicitly, His will for us. But be sure 
of this: in the Bible is planted enough truth to provide 
us with daily power for a lifetime. 

Then there must follow reflection on the truth 
read. The process of continuous reading is difficult for 
many people, and even Bible reading has no merit un- 
less the Spirit can work upon the reader’s perception. 

And finally each reader must make the Bible come 
alive in action. I find that people are always inter- 
ested in the story of the translation of the Scriptures, 
but there is little that the average person can do 
about the language barrier to Bible reading. Each 
reader can, however, make the ultimate translation 


OS 


of the Bible into the language of action. A Chinese 
boy had become a Christian and was discussing his 
experience with a friend. Said he, “‘I am now reading 
the Bible and behaving it.”? That is a version which 
all the world can read. 


Foreign Bishops Speak in Boston 


First-hand, authoritative Testimony from all quarters of the Globe of 
the need for and love of the Scriptures in a world that is above all else — 
seeking the way to Lasting Peace 


BY JAMES V. CLAYPOOL 


AcH four years the Methodist Church holds a 
General Conference which is attended by dele- 
gates from all over the world. It is the supreme body 
of that Church. Of the 850 delegates present at Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, in May of this year, 92 of them 
were “‘nationals’”’ from overseas. 

Most of these native Christian leaders from abroad 
have been actively identified in the work of the 
American Bible Society. Many of the delegates, 
equally divided between ministers and laymen or 
laywomen, stopped to visit at the American Bible 
Society exhibit. 

Bishop J. W. Ernst Sommer, who has maintained 
headquarters in Frankfort, Germany for a consider- 
able period of years, was among the prominent Eu- 
ropean Church leaders present. He asked that we 
convey to the Bible-loving Christians of the United 
States this word fresh from his soul: 


“In Germany we are as hungry for Bibles as for any ma- 
terial nourishment; and curiously enough, it is the whole 
Bible that our people want. They are not satisfied with the 
New Testament only. It is a reaction against National So- 
cialism that they lay such stress on the Old Testament as 
being the Word of God. 

“We are having a great many new people come into the 
Church, and it is distressing if we cannot offer them the 
Bible they so much desire.” 


Bishop Theodor Arvidson of Sweden is pictured 
here as he stands before a display of foreign-language 
Scriptures and holding one of the editions printed on 
Swedish presses in 1945 for the American Bible So- 
ciety. He paid tribute to this work in these words: 


“The preacher needs to have a great knowledge of the 
Bible as a servant of the Word. The message is greater than 
the messenger. We are thankful to have the Word of God 
as the foundation for our work as a Church. In Sweden we 
have had the privilege of collaborating with different 
Churches in order to secure and distribute Bibles in the 
devastated countries of Europe, and we do thank the 
American Bible Society and all the United Bible Societies 
for the privilege of serving for this purpose.” 
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Test your Christian life at this point: Is my dail 
Bible reading a load, or does it lift me up? If yeu car 
not pass this simple test, try the remedies suggeste 
here—and discover how the Scriptures come aliv 


for you. 


Among the delegates was the Secretary of the new 
ly formed Belgian Bible Society and a member of th 
United Bible Societies, Dr. W. G. Thonger, and hi 
wife. Dr. and Mrs. Thonger were later able to atten 
the annual meeting of the American Bible Society i 
New York. Dr. Thonger feels that our people wi 
welcome the following information: 


“The main fact that should be brought to the attentio: 
of all those interested in the Bible is, that there is in Be 
gium, especially since the war, a very great interest 1 
evangelism, and many are open to the preaching of 
Gospel—a condition which did not exist before. But Bibl 
are still very scarce, and we have a big plan to print no 
in Belgium, Bibles for all the French-speaking countrie. 
There is also a great need in Belgium for Bibles in Easte 
European languages because of work with displaced pe 
sons. Most of them are Protestants and crave Bibles. T 
Belgian Bible Society is the only religious body in whic 
all the Protestant forces cooperate.” 


From the Philippines came this encouraging test 
mony from Bishop D. D. Alejandro, who felt that 
spoke for many more people than his Methodist co 
stituency: 


“The Philippine Churches are very grateful to the Ame 
ican Bible Society for authorizing Rev. Harry W. Fonge 
their Philippines Agency Secretary, to reprint as ma 
copies of the Scriptures as he could. But the needs all ov 
the Philippine area have not yet been covered. The peop 
are hungry for the Scriptures in the various dialects. Wha 
ever the American Bible Society can do to facilitate t 
distribution of more copies will certainly be appreciated 
all the Church leaders in the Philippines.” 


From Brazil came heartfelt expressions of good wi 


from four of the representatives. Bishop Isafas Sucas 
declared: 


“The Bible Society is for Brazil a light shining over 
the country. In my capacity as one of the bishops of t 
Methodist Church of Brazil, I say that the Bible Society 


one of the most important agencies which we have do 
there? 
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Bishop Theo 1 yf {7 vid. 


Dr. James E. Ellis, who is a 
ive Committee of 


member of the Execu- 
the Bible Society in Brazil and also 
Secretary of Christian he Methodist 
his tribute a commenda- 
ion of the new Secretary of the Agency: 


Education of the 


thurch in Brazil, added to 


“Without doubt one of the greatest in the 
vangelism of Brazil has been and is today the work of pro- 
luction 1 distri 
sible Society. Without this great service the 


thurches would be seriou 


agencies 
and distribution of the Bible by American 
work of the 
1 and handicapped. We 
ire delighted to have Secretary Bratcher 1 
evork. He has begun well and has made 


Ve are sure he will render a splendid service in the ex- 


in Our present 


i fine impression. 


manding program in Brazil.” 
“The Bible Society is a divine blessing to my country 
< 1i Machado da Silva; 


ind to my people, said the Rev. Sai 
and Bishop Cyrus B. Daw 


Dr. and Mrs. W. G. Thonger of Belgium 
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Bishop (DS TBD Alejandro 


he Philippines 


of l 


Bishop J. W. E. Sommer of Germany 


Protestant work in Brazil owes everything to the American 
Bible Society. We are grateful for the many years of active 
service of Dr. H. C. Tucker, one of its former Agents.” 


Our beloved Dr. Tucker, retired but vigorous in 
his ninety-first year after sixty-two years in Brazil, 
where he served forty-seven years as Secretary of our 
expanding Brazil Agency, was given an ovation when 
he was presented to the conference. He expressed his 
thanks to his Brazilian colleagues and added: 


“T most heartily appreciate the testimonies that these 
brethren have given of the importance of the work of the 
American Bible Society in evangelizing Brazil. During the 
forty-seven years that I was Agency Secretary I witnessed 
the development of the evangelical movement and increas- 
ingly was convinced that the work of the Bible Society was 
basic in this development. I have never known a larger 


AMERICAN bin 
RIRES THY Mike 


Left to right: Dr. 7. E. Ellis, Secretary H. C. Tucker 
(retired), Bishop C. B. Dawsey, Dr. Sadi Machado and 
Bishop Isatas Sucasas of Brazil 
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demand for the Bible, and greater prospects before the So- 
ciety, than at this time. I rejoice most heartily that soon 
we are to have the Bible Society of Brazil (organized 
June 12, 1948—Ed.) and confidently expect that the 
‘growing evangelical Churches will heartily support this 
movement.” 


The Superintendent of the work in Poland, Dr. 
Konstantly Najder, who is remaining in this country 
for a short time, reflected conditions not only among 
his own people but also in the Baltic region, Central 
Europe and the Balkans when he said: 


“The daily situation in Poland is interesting. In Poland 
people have a great hunger for God’s Word, especially 
after this war. All Protestant free Churches now have com- 
plete freedom for their work and are not persecuted by the 
State Church, as they were before this war; and for this 
reason we have an opportunity to spread the Gospel such 
as never before. We are hoping that Poland will now have 
a new religious reformation. In this way I think we can 
build the best bridge between the East and the United 
States and establish a foundation for spreading peace. 

‘We need so many Bibles, but economic conditions are 
so bad that we cannot print them; and also, many of our 
people cannot buy them because they are too expensive. 
It is often the case that a congregation of one hundred or 
more people may have only one or two Bibles for the use 
of the entire group. We get material help from the United 
States, but much more we need moral help. For this rea- 
son, on behalf of all Polish people who are looking for new 
religious life, I ask American Christians to help them by 
sending Polish Bibles and New Testaments as soon as pos- 
sible, for their need is immediate.” 


Relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction work in 
eleven nations in central and southern Europe and 
in North Africa are being administered by Bishop 
Paul N. Garber from Zitirich, Switzerland. In ad- 
dressing the conference about ‘‘A Book with Mean- 
ing’ he came to the climax when he related: 


A Raider Returns 


The thrilling sequel to that first air attack upon Japan made almost 


seven years ago by General James H. Doolittle and his brave crew 


BY FRANCIS 


blizs Japanese guard in the solitary-confinement 
cell of the prison camp near ‘Tokyo probably nev- 
er read Christ’s words, “If thine enemy hunger, feed 
him’’; but he nevertheless did that very thing, when 
one day he handed Jacob DeShazer an English Bible, 

DeShazer was the bombardier of Jimmy Doolittle’s 
raiders who carried out that famed first raid on Tokyo, 
April 18, 1942. He was one of the four who after- 
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Dr. Konstantly Najder of Poland 


“‘What did those people have that made it possible t 
endure their long years of suffering? Many have given m 
the same answer; namely, that a living Savior lived wit 
them during those dark days. I have found that a Bibl 
means much to our Polish Methodists. They have a custo 
in Poland of having the bishop autograph their Bibles. 
have autographed many, many Bibles. Often the layma 
when he hands me the Book to be autographed, will sa 
‘Bishop, that book means much to me. It was the onl 
book I had during my long stay in the Auschwitz Co 
centration Camp.’’ 


C. STIFLER 


ward spent forty unspeakable months in Japane: 
prison camps. 

DeShazer graduated last June with his wife, 
whom he was married in August 1946, from Seatt! 
Pacific College. After completing some summe 
school work Mr. and Mrs. DeShazer will sail fc 
Japan, where they hope to spend the rest of the 
lives as missionaries. 


SEPTEMBER 19 


“When I flew with Jimmy Doolittle on that first 
id over Japan, my heart was filled with bitter 
itred for its people,’ said DeShazer to some com- 
ides with whom he was talking on Commencement 
ay. ““Then my captors finally gave me a Bible, and 
began to wonder what made me hate the Japanese 
ud why they hated me... Suddenly I discovered 
od had given me new spiritual eyes.” 

Bidding farewell to the graduating class on June 7 
st, President C. Hoyt Watson of Seattle Pacific Col- 
ge paused a moment as Mrs. DeShazer walked onto 
.e stage to receive her diploma. He beckoned to her 
usband, and as they stood together before him he 
id: ‘These are our best-known students, and this is 
high point in the history of this college. The @on- 
sion of Jacob DeShazer in a prison camp and his 
sh resolve to give himself to the Japanese—the 
‘ople who persecuted him—has made a profound 
apression upon the world.”’. 

Another Doolittle flyer, Robert Meder, died of 
unutrition while in the prison camp, after about 
‘oO years. “It was after Bob’s death,” said DeShazer, 
fat I heard the Lord’s clear call to missionary 
“vice.” 
Already Jacob DeShazer’s influence has become a 
ghty force in the hands of Christian workers in 
span. Shortly after his release he wrote a little tract 
‘titled “‘I Was a Prisoner of Japan,” which has since 
ren translated into Japanese and distributed widely 
ith the thousands of copies of the New Testament 
it have been and are being supplied by the Ameri- 
m Bible Society. 

It is another of those instances where we can only 
nd in wonder before the mysterious power of God, 
mo brings about in ways no man can foresee the 
sumph of His grace. Somewhere there was an Eng- 
1 Bible in a Japanese prison camp; somehow an 
pulse was born in a Japanese heart to hand this 
le to a miserable, suffering prisoner. Without the 
lp of any earthly interpreter the Bible spoke for 
od to the prisoner’s soul. The death of a fellow suf- 
“er made God’s voice more articulate. Hatred gave 
wy to love; enemies became lost souls. Life-purpose 
ved into sharp focus, and a missionary was born 
re in the prison camp. 

_About the time this article appears, Mr. and Mrs. 
-“Shazer and their infant son will be on their way to 
ypan—not with bombs this time, but with the love 
God and a consuming desire to bring the light of 
¢ Gospel to onetime enemies. 

‘The prospects for the evangelization of Japan con- 
stute one of the bright spots in a terribly dark world, 
~ Japan today is looking for a new basis for her faith. 
=r people can read, almost all of them; they are 
ading the Christian Scriptures, which last Decem- 
-r were found in a popular poll to be among the ten 
vest sellers” in Japan. The American Bible Society 
_s already supplied them with over 1,500,000 New 
“staments, 150,000 whole Bibles and three quarters 
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of a million Gospel portions, and is now shipping 
them raw material for the printing of Scriptures on 
their own presses. ‘The ‘Tokyo Bible House, standing 
like a lighthouse on one of the city’s main streets, is a 
teeming center from which the Scriptures go forth. 
It was built there by the American Bible Society in 
1933, and marvelously escaped destruction during 
the war, when great structures all around it were 


flattened by bombs. 


(Seattle Post-Intelligencer) 


President C. Hoyt Watson presents diplomas to Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob DeShazer 


General MacArthur wired the Bible Society last 
year that the Japanese hunger for the Scriptures was 
““insatiable.’? Mr. DeShazer, like every other mission- 
ary who has gone to Japan since VJ-Day, will join his 
voice with the others when he begins his work: ‘‘Send 
us more Bibles for Japan!” 

If more Bibles are to be sent, more gifts must be 
made through the Society, whose World Recovery 
Fund is already over-spent. 

Readers of the Bible Soctety Record cannot go as Mr. 
and Mrs. DeShazer have. But many of them can im- 
plement the consecrated hands of this devoted couple. 
A gift of $1,000 will supply 800 Japanese Bibles, or 
3,350 Japanese New Testaments; lesser gifts propor- 
tionately. 

How many readers will thus go with the DeShazers 
to Japan? 


Prospect Names Wanted! 
It has been increasingly difficult to secure lists of 
people who are known Christians to whom the So- 
ciety can appeal through its seal campaign. Record 
readers can help greatly by compiling lists of their 
friends or by sending church membership lists now, 


for use early in 1949. They should be sent promptly 
because they must be put on cards and filed with 
other lists that will be used. 
Address: AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Seal Department 
45 Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y. 
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Africa Needs the Bible = 


Only an eyewitness such as the Bible Society's Secretary for Versions, who writes the paragraphs that 
follow and who has just returned from six weeks in Africa, could make the need so clear to the reader 


BY EUGENE A. NIDA 


<¢yuT I only received forty New Testaments for my 
B people, and there are four thousand who want 
them,” said one missionary in Ruanda as he at- 
tempted to explain to the Bible Society representative 
the dire need of the native 
Christians. Another mis- 
sion had experienced an in- 
crease of almost one thou- 
sand members during the 
last year in just one area of 
Urundi, and not more than 
one hundred New ‘Testa- 
ments were available. Fur- 
thermore, these were in the 
Ruanda language, a re- 
lated tongue. For a new, 
awakened church a despe- 
rate need exists for the im- 
mediate completion and 
publication of the New 
Testament. 
But this 
same story from many parts 
of Africa. With all that the 
Bible Societies are able to 
do, the demand is still insatiable. Thousands of vil- 
lage schools, adult literacy campaigns and a feverish 


is much the 


thirst for knowledge in a new Africa make the ade- 
quate supply of the Bible of prime importance. 

The scarcity of Bibles in Africa is only part of the 
general lack throughout the world. ‘This has been due 
to the vast destruction of printing plants in Europe 
during the war, monetary restrictions that have fol- 
lowed, inadequacy of shipping and insufficient funds 
to break these exasperating bottlenecks. 

The old forms of life are passing away. Even the 
proud, haughty Nilotic peoples are giving way be- 
fore the flood-like penetration of Western civilization. 
East Africa is being plunged into the same racial ten- 
sions that now beset the bewildered and exploited 
natives of South Africa. Thousands of Africans are 
being herded together in mine and factory com- 
pounds. Natives in French territories, recently granted 
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Dr. Nida’s African Trip, 1947-8 


\ 


citizenship, are pitifully unaware of the world prob 
lems into which. they are being rushed. Almos 
everywhere the institutions of home and clan are re 
treating before the onslaughts of a foreign syste 

j which is too frequentl 

aimed at merciless, even i 
efficient, exploitation. Wi 
the collapse of social ti 
which have preserved na 
tive life, Africans are calle 
upon to make some diffi 
cult and all-important de 
cisions. 

Many Africans have em 
braced Mohammedani 
as the answer, for in Isla 
they find an easy transitio 
and desired social acce 
tance with no color bar 
More natives in Tangan 
yika last year became M 
hammedans than becam 
Christians. 

Many other Africans ar 
turning to communism, fo 
the Communist press has championed their right 
and fired them with hatred of their overlords. Othe 
Africans have sought a solution in dissident move 
ments. For example, in South Africa there are ap 
proximately eight hundred such groups, of which on 
has the bizarre name of Holy Castor Oil Church 
illustrative enough of the tragic confusion in an ol 
society hastily covered with a warped veneer of th 
new. 

Pervading all this trend in the new Africa is a 
intense materialism. The white man’s standard 
money and wealth, with all the sordid ways of gain 
ing such, has in many places become the African’ 
ideal. ‘This is what Western civilization has given th 
African; and we have too frequently made him 
wretched, heartless replica of our worst self. 

If Africa is to build Christian homes, possess evan 
gelizing churches or construct the basis for Spirit 
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guided Christian living, she must have the Bible. Al- 
ready all or parts of the Word of God are published 
in more than three hundred languages, but supplies 
are tragically short. In addition, there are at least 
three hundred other languages and dialects which 
deserve something of the Word of Truth. 


Between two hundred and three hundred mission- 
aries, at least, are giving themselves to translating 
and revising the Bible in various languages. Other 
‘hundreds are teaching it in bush schools, village 
chapels and Bible-training institutes. Still other hun- 
dreds are demonstrating the practical working-out 
of the Gospel in hospitals, agricultural and industrial 
projects, and schools for secular training. But all 
ithese programs have as their goal the message of the 
Good News, and without the Bible there can be no 
lasting results. The goal of missions does not lie in 
efficient programs but in reaching the hearts of men 
and women, and this can only be done through the 
matchless story of God’s grace. 

It would be criminal negligence on the part of 
the Christian Church to send its missionaries to the 
“setse-fly-infested jungles of Congo, the swamps and 
deserts of the Sudan or the arid brushlands of the 
RRhodesias without guaranteeing an adequate supply 
of the very Source-Book of the missionary message. 


Supplies of the Scriptures are also necessary for the 
thousands of teacher-evangelists who gather together 
reach day their crowds of scantily dressed children 
sand, under the shade of some large tree or a grass- 
thatched roof, teach eager pupils to learn to read. 
‘The benches may be only a couple of split bamboos, 
sand the desks hewn by hand from giant mahogany 
trees in the forest; the blackboard is probably an old 
‘makeshift affair, rough and badly nicked, marked 


with chalk dug from native pits; the students may 
write on wooden paddles with charcoal and erase 
with the sandpapery leaves of a jungle bush; the only 
books are probably a simple primer, a sketchy arith- 
metic and the Bible. There should be many more 
books (and in some more favored areas there are), 
but whether such supplementary helps exist or not, 
there must be the Word of God. 


The Church has a real responsibility toward such 
teacher-evangelists as André Mbusu in southern 
Congo. When André graduated as a teacher from a 
mission school, he volunteered to serve in a distant, 
fanatical village which had never had a school. After 
weeks and months of persecution he finally gathered 
about him some children in the village, and there be- 
gan the slow, patience-trying task of teaching the 
meanings of marks which seemed so strange to jungle- 
bred boys, their large white eyes gazing mystified 
from black heads shiny with generous applications 
of palm oil. Now, André Mbusu not only has a fine 
boys’ school with several grades and native assistant 
teachers, but his wife runs a small girls’ school, and 
the church—the real goal of the village school—num- 
bers more than three hundred members and is fully 
self-supporting. 


Devoted Christian workers like André and his wife 
are building the future Africa. He and those like him 
(literally thousands of them, scattered throughout as 
many villages of Africa) must be provided with the 
printed Record of God’s redemptive plan for man- 
kind through Jesus. Christ. Otherwise André’s sacri- 
fice and the patient work of countless missionaries 
will be in vain; for only a Bible-centered teaching and 
evangelistic program can hope to meet the needs of 
an awakened Africa. 


A Shilluk Tribesman reading the Gospel in his own Tongue 
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A Moru Native reading from an Arabic Portion 
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Service Men Still Need and Read the Bible 


Facts assembled by a General Secretary of the American Bible Society who himself 
spent forty-eight months as a Chaplain in the last war 


BY FREDERICK W. CROPP 


Lmost forgotten amid the mounting statistics of 

Scripture publication for Japan and Germany 

and Russia and other far places is a steady distribu- 
tion of God’s Word among our Armed Forces. 

In a chaotic world, men in uniform are still being 
enlisted in America. Chaplains continue to minister 
to these men as they have for 173 years. High in the 
spiritual equipment which each chaplain gives to his 
men is ‘‘the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God:” 

Record readers of the war years know something of 
that ministry. To date, since July 1941 over a half 
million whole Bibles, over four and a half million 
Testaments and over two and a half million Gospels 
and other Portions have been distributed free by the 
Society's War Emergency Fund alone. In addition, 
other millions of Bible Society Scriptures were pur- 
chased by individuals and churches and made avail- 
able to service personnel. 

In the 1947 regular budget of the Society $12,000 
was allocated to the supplying of Scriptures to various 
branches of the service and to the Veterans Adminis- 
tration. By July that fund was exhausted and the 
Emergency Fund once again took up the supply. 
During 1947 the chaplains of Army, Navy, the Air 
Forces and the Veterans Administration distributed 
24,557 Bibles, 51,359 Testaments and 105,686 Por- 
tions, a total of 181,602 volumes. 

In 1948, with the increase of military personnel 
the need for Scriptures continues. As I write (in May) 
I have before me grants of several thousand copies of 
the Scriptures to a well-known Air Force training 
camp; another 10,000 ‘Testaments to a Naval installa- 
tion; and still another 3,000 Testaments to an Army 
post. Calls continue to come from chaplains on sea 
duty and in foreign installations in Germany, Japan, 
Korea, and on Okinawa and other islands of the Pa- 
cific. The experimental UMT program at Fort Knox 
has required an unusually high number of Scriptures 
for the young men training there. The chaplains of 
Veterans’ Hospitals write in steadily, requesting all 
kinds of Scriptures for their patients—large-type and 
Braille, foreign-language books and Portions easy to 
hold and read; these calls are cheerfully met. . 

As in 1947, so in 1948; the regular budget of the 
Society attempted to meet this demand with a 
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$12,000 budget. But before the end of March this 
budget was far over-spent, and the Emergency Fund 
is now providing the supply. During the first three 
months of this current year, service men alone had 
received 6,260 Bibles, 25,787 Testaments and 35,544 
Portions, an unprecedented three months’ peace- 
time total of 67,591 volumes. 

Still the calls come, and we know that the Ameri- 
can people desire to answer these appeals. 

The question naturally arises, are these Scriptures 
used by our men in uniform? From one of many let- 


A Chaplain comforts a Patient with the Scriptures 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri 


ters of thanks I quote a chaplain’s reply to that ques- 
tion: 

I wish that you could look in upon our men and see their 
keen interest in spiritual things. The Lord is blessed, and 
we give Him all the praise. It is encouraging to see so many 
that desire to know more about God’s Word, growing in 
faith and reaching out to gather others for Christ. You 
have been so kind to me, now and all through these years 
of my chaplaincy, in sending to me Bibles and Testaments 
for our personnel. I thank you for this great help; God has 
blessed you and he will continue to bless you. Know that I 
am praying for you and your great work. 

Because of your gifts the American Bible Society 
will continue this service to the men and women in 


our Armed Forces who still need and read the Scrip- 
tures. 


SEPTEMBER 1948 


; ee your Bible handy—make a note on your cal- 

endar—follow the Worldwide Bible Readings 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas, November 25 to 
NDecember 25, 1948. Join with people throughout 
America and all over the world who will be 


weading the same great passages from the Holy 
‘Scriptures. 

Many Bible-loving Christians will want to mail 
ecopies of these readings to relatives and friends, and 
others will want extra quantities to distribute among 
‘those in their church and community. Plan for it 


THE BOOK OF 
ALL NATIONS 


Fifth Annual 
Worldwide 
Bible Reading 


THANKSGIVING 
TO CHRISTMAS 


San 


Universal Bible Sunday 
December 12, 1948 


now. Handy bookmarks listing the readings are 
available free from the Bible Society Depository near- 
est to you, or direct from Headquarters in New York. 
Simply address Department “U.” 

In September your minister will receive a packet 
of sample materials for use in your church and neigh- 
borhood so as to cooperate in Worldwide Bible Read- 
ing. You may be able to help him in promotion and 
distribution, and in seeing that all age groups in the 
church are conscious of Universal Bible Sunday and 


the Bible cause. 


WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING PASSAGES FOR 1948 
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What You Can Do About It 


‘lex active Church Year opening in September will be one in which ever 
church in the nation should stress the world’s pressing need for the Bible. Th 
American Bible Society, agent of all the Churches for this specific service, is gla 


to supply literature, exhibits and other aids to churches, Sunday schools and other 


groups. A catalogue of these aids will be sent on request. 

The Visual Materials Department announces a new set of 2 x 2 Kodachrome 
transparencies entitled ““The Bible in Guatemala.” The set consists of 62 slides and 
is accompanied by a printed manuscript; average reading time, twenty minutes 
After an introduction of beautiful pictures of Guatemalan scenery, culture, histor 
ical monuments and home life (cooking, weaving, pottery, etc.), the Bible colpor 
teur is shown in the market place and in the mission school. Dr. Laubach’s literacy 
campaign prepares the way for Bible reading, and the Book is distributed in hos 
pitals, in the mission schools and to the blind. 

The publication of the New Testament in the Quiché language is shown step b 
step, from the first draft of the translators’ manuscript to the finished edition 

The International Council of Religious Education gives this set of slides a rating 
of “Excellent’? on both content and technical quality, and recommends it fo 
juniors and all higher grades. 

The World Council of Christian Education suggests its use “for instruction 0 
educational entertainment with Christian audiences of any age-group in any 
country. Could be used in schools and colleges or in a training course for evangel 
ists or Bible workers.” 

Other new items from the Visual Materials Department: Placard Exhibit (E-8) 
a set of 12 stiff posters, 20 x 28 inches, each emphasizing one aspect of the Society” 
work. 

Scripture Card Exhibit (E-2), a new edition of 22 cards, 11 x 14 inches, eac 
containing a specimen page of a foreign-language Scripture volume and a para 
graph about the translation or the field. These sets (printed on heavy colored 
paper) may also be purchased for $1 per set of 22 sheets. 

A new 35mm Kodachrome film strip (50 frames) entitled ‘‘Which?” and pre 
senting the urgency of the Society’s 1948 needs; it makes a direct appeal for nev 
members for the Society. 

These items are all loaned free, the user to pay insured transportation. Write td 


your nearest American Bible Society Office as listed on the inside back cover 


A section of the new 35 mm. 


Kodachrome film strip “Which?” 
< 


A Colporteur stops with his 
books at a Guatemalan house 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
1 gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
[he Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Jirectorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
ssue to that purpose. | 


From Orlando, Florida: 


I am enclosing a check for $25 received recently 
rom Miss Ethel B. McPherson of Pass-a-Grille 
3each, Florida. 


In forwarding the money order Miss McPherson _ 


writes: 

We should like to send the money for Bibles where you 
hink they are needed most. We thought of Italy or Russia, 
ut at present we are not in a position to really decide. We 
are a community Sunday school on an island, and each 
vear the children have what we call a love box. Outside of 
sollections they contribute to this box each’Sunday, money 
~vhich some save from not eating candy, etc., during the 
~veek. 


from a Chaplain in Fort Richardson, Alaska: 


Enclosed is a thank-offering by Mr. and Mrs. E. R. 
™©/., 331 Air Repair Squadron, whose marriage took 
dlace today. 

Enclosed is a thank-offering by Mr. and Mrs. G. A. 
". of Anchorage, Alaska, whose marriage took place 
-oday. 


The Chaplain evidently forwarded to the Society fees handed him 
~or solemnizing these marriages. 


from Cushman, Oregon: 

I have just completed high school and have a job. 
M want to send part of my tithe to help get Bibles to 
the blind, and those in foreign countries. 

Please send me a membership card in the Bible 
Society. I enclose $18. 


rom a former Senator, Washington, D. C.: 

Dr. Darby is in charge of the 
Washington work for the American 
Bible Society. His life’s business is, 
doing good. 

Chatting with him the other day 
about their need for lots and lots 
more money, the ee flashed, 
and I said to myself: ‘“Old man, 
why don’t you call up a dozen of 
your friends for a ten-spot apiece 
with you for this great worldwide 
cause?’ — 

Well, why not? So I did that little thing. In twenty 
minutes I had my dozen, and a few minutes more 
stretched it into fifteen. This means more than a 


Former Senator 
W. D. Jamieson 
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thousand New Testaments scattered into the dis- 
tressed countries—maybe fifteen of them. 

This little effort on our part, and the giving done 
so cheerfully and joyously, may help reach and in- 
spire leaders who will become vital factors in bringing 
world peace. 

Little things often grow into mighty ones! 


From the President of a Chicago Corporation: 


Please accept the enclosed check—$100—with our 
greetings, and the hope that we may continue work- 
ing together in preserving American ideals, to the end 
that lasting peace and security again may be the lot 
of all mankind. 


From Orange, Virginia: 

It gave me a great deal of joy and satisfaction to 
know that you have a 10,000 Business Men’s Club 
and that I attained to it last year by my gift of $100; 
this gives me a greater incentive to attain the same 
this year and to encourage some others to try. 


From York, Pennsylvania: 


I sent you an offering of $5 several days ago. I now 
feel led to send you more. Someone said to me, ‘‘We 
need the money, as we are planning our trip to the 
South; but that did not stop me from sending the 
offering. I know how the Lord has supplied our need 
before when we started on a trip. So I pray God to 
give the increase.” 


With a gift of $25 from South Dakota: 


I have been trying to get two leading churches in 
our town interested in the work of the American 
Bible Society, as I am convinced there is no agency 
through which a person can more effectively promote’ 
the Kingdom on earth as he can through the Bible 
Society. 


From Staunton, Virginia: 

I am aretired Presbyterian minister, seventy-nine 
years of age. I have been a member of the Society for 
several years. We have a static income, and the ad- 
vanced cost of living is making it a little difficult for 
us to keep afloat. However, the latest tax reduction 
has been of some relief, and we find that we can spare 
a small amount for the circulation of God’s Word. » 

I am enclosing my personal check for $50 and that 
of my wife for $25. 

My daily prayers are for the circulation of the 
Word, as I am old-fashioned enough to still believe 
it “‘the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.”? With our best wishes for all who contrib- 
ute to the making and circulation of the Word. 


From Maugansville, Maryland: 

Enclosed please find money order for fifty dollars 
for your work. It gives me pleasure to pass this on to 
you, and may He whose it is multiply it many fold. 
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Daily Bible Readings 
SEPTEMBER 


Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
ey AtIOS amg 1 16 Micah 5:1-6:5 
2 Amos 2 vi Micah 6:6-7:4 
s Amos 3 18 Micah 7:5-20 
4 Amos 4 19 Sunday 
5 Sunday Nahum 1 

Amos a 20 Nahum 2 
6 Amos 6 21 Nahum 3 
7 Amos 7 22) Ecclesiastes 1 
8 Amos 8 23: Ecclesiastes 2 
9 Amos 9 24 Ecclesiastes 3 

10. Jonah 1 25 Ecclesiastes 4:5 

aig Jonah 2S 26 Sunday 

12. Sunday Ecclesiastes 6;7 

Jonah 4 27 Ecclesiastes 8;9 

13 Micah 1 28 Ecclesiastes 10 

14 Micah 2AR3-7 29 Ecclesiastes 11 

15 Micah 3:8-4:13 30 Ecclesiastes 12 


The Bible on the Air 


Secretary Stifler will be heard from 
coast to coast twice each Friday during 
September, over the facilities of the Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Company in the daily 
program entitled ““Gems For Thought.” 
The morning program is heard at 8:55 on 
the network’s parent station WJZ in 
New York, but at 8:45 on the rest of the 
network. The evening program is at 
11:30. All times given are Eastern Day- 
light Saving Time. Listen in! 


* x 


Gratitude From Greece 
Professor Hamilcar S. Alivisatos, D.D., 
writes from Athens: 
“We beg to inform you that we have 
received the five cartons of New Testa- 
ments you sent us, for which we wish to 
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express our warmest thanks and deep 
gratitude. 
i f the Testaments 
A large number o 
were distributed to the various seminaries, 
and the remaining have been retained 
for the use of the new students who will 
enroll in September.” 


ee 


Bible Mastery Month 


The Bible Society Record is always glad 
to give notice of Bible Mastery Month, 
promoted annually in October by the 
Presbytery of Seattle but participated in 
by thousands of people of many denom- 
inations, not only in this country but in 
many others. The observance consists in 
the thoughtful reading daily, for the 
month of October, of one of the shorter 
Books of the Bible, until it becomes a very 
part of the thought and life of the reader. 
For 1948 the Book chosen is the First 
Epistle of John. Professor Moulton, edi- 
tor of “The Modern Reader’s Bible,” 
said that the most important of all 
literary experiences is the reading of a 
whole book at one sitting. Applied to a 
Book of the Bible, this becomes a source 
of great spiritual enrichment. 

A four-page leaflet and other litera- 
ture about Bible Mastery Month will be 
supplied by sending a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to Rey. C. J. Boppell, 
Chairman, 2666 37th Avenue, S.W., 
Seattle 6, Washington. 


*x* x 


Bibles for Burma’s President 


How different from the days of Ado- 
niram Judson was the little ceremony 
held at the President’s House in Ran- 
goon, Burma at 8:30 on Sunday morn- 
ing, April 25, 1948, when Rev. H. C. 
Willans, Secretary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in Burma, pre- 
sented Burmese Bibles to the President of 
the Union of Burma, the Speaker, the 
Prime Minister and the other Ministers. 
In his speech of acceptance the President, 
Sao Shwe Thaike, said: “It is gratifying 
to note that people of different races and 
creeds, belonging to and resident in this 
country, are giving their unstinted and 
whole-hearted support to the Union con- 
stitution, which guarantees to all of them 
freedom of conscience and the right to 
profess and practice their religion freely 
and without hindrance.” 

The Scriptures have been translated 
into many of the languages spoken in 
Burma; the whole Bible has been done in 
Burmese, Karen, Shan and Kachin, and 
lesser Portions into the languages of the 
hill tribes. 


July Meeting of the Board 

A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-third year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, July 1, 1948, 
at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel Burke, 
LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Secretary Frederick W. Cropp. 

Rev. D. C. Brackenridge, Secretary of 
the Joint Chile-Bolivia Agency, and Dr. 
J. Gonzales Molina, Secretary of the 
West Indies Agency, were present and ~ 
each brought greetings from, and re- 
ported on, his respective field. , 

Treasurer Darlington and President 
Burke gave an interesting account of the 
United Bible Societies Conference at 
Dunblane, Scotland, the first week in 
June; and report was also made on Dr. 
Darlington’s visit to Germany in the 
interests of Bible work there. 

Approval was given for the publication 
of the revision of the Gospel of Mark in 
Cakchiquel, for the Aymara New Testa- 
ment and for the revision of the Gilbert 
Islands Bible. 

Rev. Richard H. Ellingson was ap- 
pointed Secretary of the Northwestern 
District as of October 1, 1948. 

A grant of Scriptures was made to the 
American Sunday School Union. 

The inauguration of the Bible Society 
of Brazil on June 12, 1948 was reported. 


* Xx 


NEXT MONTH 


The October issue of the Brble Society 
Record will reach you in about four weeks. 
It will be one of the most fascinating 
numbers we have ever issued, with articles 
about the Bible in Brazil, Greece, China, 
Finland and Egypt, and a thrilling report 
of the meeting this summer in Scotland 
of the Council of the United Bible Socie- 
ties. Why not subscribe for some of 
your friends? The annual subscription 
rate is $1. 


To EDITORS: The Bible 


Society Record invites reprinting 


of its articles in whole or in 


part. Its contents are not 


copyrighted. 
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Rocky Mt.—Colo., Neb., Kan., Utah, Wyo., Mont., Idaho, N. Mex., Ariz. 
Rev. Richard E. West, 650 Seventeenth Street, Denver, 2, Colo. 


Pacific—California, Washington, Ore., Nevada, Alaska, Hawaii 


Rey. R. W. Bayless, D.D., 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Field Secretaries 


Divisions of the Haven Memorial Agency among the Colored People of the United States 
Cleveland—Ohio, Pa., N. Y., N. J., Del., Mich., Ind., Ill., Mo., Ky. 

Rey. V. C. Hodges, D. D., 5424 Weodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio 
Dallas—Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas 

Rey. H. L. Thompson, 2516 Thomas Ave., Dallas 4, Tex. 


Rev, Wellington Logan, 815 Kales Bldg., Detroit 26, Mich. 
Rey. Edgar Brown, P.O. Box 1845, Tulsa 1, Okla. 


Rev. F. Bruckmann, 1736 S. 12th St., Missoula, Mont. 

Mr. Howard Hubbell, 226 Seventh Ave., No., Nashville, Tenn 

Rev. Wm. W. Speer, 515 Pickwick Bldg., Kansas City 6, Missouri 

Rev. Frank Ray Wilson, Bible House,450 Park Ave., New York 22, N.Y. 


Depositories—To Which Orders for Scriptures Should Be Sent 


= York City 22—Bible House, 450 Park Avenue....... 
biamnta 3, Georgia—B85. Walton St... 22-22-22. ee ee eee ewes 
zicago 1, Illinois—35 E, Wacker Drive............---- 


Raeeae 9, Devas — 1914 Main Sto... ot er deviccies ce cere s see renter v rc rcicee ta nasse seedings terinnis Cree eit oinipine de cineia shes: 
st Francisco 2, California—224 McAllister St... ..-.- 20202 ee cere reece tenet ete ene e teen n een en seen ene n enna eens 


“est Indies—Rev. J. Gonzales Molina, Neptuno 
629, Havana, Cuba 
Yexico—Sr. H. T. Marroquin, 
Mexico City 
entral America—Rev. Raymond R. Gregory, Bible 
House, Box J, Cristébal, Canal Zone 
olombia-Venezuela—(Acting) Rev. Raymond R, Greg- 
~ ory Bible House, Box J, Cristdbal, Canal Zone 
orth Andean—Rev. John H. Twentyman, Apartado 
~ 448, Girdn Camand, 836, Lima, Peru 


Apartado 1373, 


Foreign Agencies 


Chile-Bolivia—Rev. D. C. Brackenridge, Casilla 784, 
Santiago, Chile 

La Plata—Rev. Charles W. Turner, Ph.D., Calle 
Parana 140, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Brazil—Rev. Lewis M. Bratcher, Jr., 133-135 Rua 

Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro 

Bible Lands Agency, North—Mr. F. Lyman MacCallum, 

Bible House, Istanbul, Turkey 


Bible Lands Agency, South—Revy. Leonard Geary, P. O. 
Box 724, 62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, Egypt 

Philippines—Rev. W. H. Fonger, Bible House, No. 636 
Isaac Peral, Manila 

Siam—Rev. Peter A. Voth, 150 Sathorn Rd., Bangkok 

China—Reyv,. Ralph Mortensen, Ph.D., Bible House, 
58 Hongkong Rd., Shanghai, China 

Japan Bible Society—Mr. T. Tanaka, General Secretary, 
Bible House, 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


‘faine—Rev. Hammond I. Peterson, 19 Pine St., Portland 4 
“ew Hampshire—Edward A. Dame, 24 Warren St., Concord 
Termont—Rev. Stanley B. Hyde, 189 South Winooski Ave., Burlington 


Aassachusetts—Rev. F. K. Singiser, D.D., 41 Bromfield St., Boston 8 


i 


Connecticut—Rey. John W, Osberg, 278 Farmington Ave., Hartford 5 
Rhode Island—Rev. Arthur B. Mercer, 144 Westminster St., Providence 3 
Maryland—Rev. E. GC. Powers, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore 2 


A Famine of 
Scriptures 


Have you ever been hungry? Do you re- 

member the feeling of warmth and well-being 
you experienced when the empty ache was sat- 

" isfied? Doubts disappeared. You were able to 
carry on. Americans of good will are giving 
generously for the relief of physical hunger. 


There is a spiritual hunger too. Thousands 
ind thousands of people today are hungry for 
the help that is to be found in the Bible. But 
they have no Bibles. 


“Tt is not only a source of consolation 
but it is a source of power,” wrote one 
refugee in Europe when he received a 
copy of the Bible in his own language 
from the American Bible Society. “I am 
happy again to own my own Bible. A 


vord of the Lord gi trength and it ; 
Ne ir aa oie CN Ea alice a gram. The Society stands ready to supply the 


books, but it must look to the Christian 


is strength in faith we need in our days.” 


The American Bible Society during 1948 people of America to furnish the funds. 
has been asked to furnish 7,856,000 copies of This you can do by becoming a member of 
the Scriptures. These requests have come the Society. Read the coupon below, fill out 
from fifteen countries. The books will cost and mail, accompanied by your gift, to the 
$2,010,700 over and above its regular pro- Bible Society. 


ewe ew eee wm ewww ewww wwe wee ao a ao Ho oo ow a we ee ee 
a a ee eee, 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY (Membership Department) 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


Please enroll me as an Active ($5)... , service ($10)... , Sustaining ($25)... 
National Women's Club ($50) ase aoe i Ten Thousand Business Men's Club ($100) 
My check is attached. 
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' | enlist as a worker to secure additional members for the Society. You may send me 
' . . . . 

Ngee Mae cate sets of materials (membership application blanks, leaflet ‘The Meaning of Member- 
' ship" and a leaflet describing the needs). 
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LJ My Church will make a gift to the American Bible Society in 1948. 


